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: Extensive reading (ER) is an educational method which requires students to read massive

amounts of comprehensible text with the goal of having them develop reading fluency and
automaticity as well as a love of reading. ER was first used in classes at Tohoku University in
2009 and its usage has grown. In the 2013-14 academic year over 1, 000 first and second year
students under the direction of 8 faculty will be doing extensive reading in the ER@TU
program. This program is a collaborative effort involving native speaker and Japanese
faculty, the Tohoku University Library and the Center for the Advancement of Higher
Education. Today’s workshop will introduce the concept behind extensive reading, the
history of extensive reading at Tohoku University, how the extensive reading program is
organized and managed, how teachers actually manage extensive reading in the classroom,
how the library is involved, and how students have responded to and performed through
doing extensive reading. Participants will get hands-on experience and receive copies of a
handbook describing the current ER@TU program.
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